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Автор:   Яковлев Иван Яковлевич 

Книга:   Уçăлма тухнă шăши çури = A little mouse ona walking tour 

Рассказ: A cow and a billy-goat 

An old woman had a cow and billy-goat, which used to go to the pasture together. During 

milking a cow would never stand still. 

Once an old woman brought a salted a slice of bread for the cow and said: 

“Take it, poor creature, and stand still. I will bring you more bread, if you are calm.” 

The next evening a billy-goat returned from the pasture earlier than a cow. It came up to the 

old woman and stood there with his legs apart. The old woman tried to keep him off, waving a hand 

towel. But a billy-goat was standing there motionless. He remembered that the old woman promised 

to give a slice of bread, if he stood still. 

Seeing that a billy-goat did not obey, the old woman took a stick and lashed him to keep him 

away. As soon as the goat went away, the old woman went on calming the cow with bread. The 

billy-goat thought: 

“These human beings seem to be unfair. I was standing there calmer than the cow, but she 

lashed me for nothing.” 

He moved away a little farther, took a run and gave a strong butt to the old woman. The 

latter was turned upside down together with her milkpot. 
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